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The National Security of Israel – the Practitioner’s Perspective 

Spring 2017
Dr. Dan Schueftan, ds1274@georgetown.edu

Office: Room 4003, Terrace Building.

Office hours: By appointment


Course Description:

This course will present the practitioners’ perspective of Israel’s national security challenges and responses, by introducing the students to high ranking Israeli officials (and, possibly, decision makers) who dealt with these challenges in their time and to the written testimony of American, Israeli and Arab decision makers and officials on their decisions and strategic practice. Some practitioners will describe their conduct at the time and present their insights, as well as engage with the lecturer and the students in a discussion that will allow for questioning of the assumptions underlying their evaluations and decisions.
Course Requirements:

1. Reading assignments, as indicated below. 

2. Full Attendance at lectures.

3.  Participation in class, including discussion of the reading.  

4.  A seminar paper, discussing a case study of a major challenge or event concerning Israel’s national security, to be determined jointly with the lecturer.

Required Reading 
Kissinger, Henry. White House Years. Little, Brown. Boston and Toronto. 1979. Chapter 3 pp. 54-72

Kissinger, Henry. Diplomacy. A Touchstone Book, Simon & Schuster. New York, London: 1994. Chapters: The New World Order pp.17-28, The New World Order Reconsidered pp. 804-836.

Bar-Zohar, Michael. Ben-Gurion: A Biography. Magal Book. Tel-Aviv: 2003. Chapters 8-11 pp. 125-201 

Heikal, Mohamed. Secret Channels: The Inside Story of Arabs-Israeli Peace Negotiations. Harper Collins publishers. London: 1996. Chapter 14 pp. 245-266.

Farid, Abdel Magid. Nasser: The Final Years. Ithaca Press. UK: 1994. Chapter 1 pp. 1-18, Chapter 4 pp. 51-68. 

Rabin, Yitzhak. The Rabin Memoirs. Steimatzky. Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Haifa: 1979. Chapters 7-10 pp. 95-171.

Ross, Dennis. The Missing Peace: The Inside Story of the Fight for Middle East Peace. Farrar, Straus and Giroux. New York: 2004. The End pp. 3-14. 

Rice, Condoleezza. No Higher Honor: A memoir of My Years in Washington. Broadway Paperbacks. New York: 2011. Chapters: 4, 10, 19, 35, 42, 44, 46, 50, 58. 

Course Outline:  The sequence of subjects discussed in the course will be determined to a large extent on the availability of guest lecturers.  
 You can find Course Materials in the Offprints system - you can go to this link: http://lib.haifa.ac.il/index.php/en/lib-services-eng/printouts-rsv-eng click course reserves and then login and click your ID number or student and password (the same as you enter when you enter to the portal) then you will be able to see the name of the course and when you click on that you will see the articles.
