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The National Security of Israel

Fall 2015 
 Dr. Dan Schueftan, ds1274@georgetown.edu

Office: Room 3042, Terrace Building.
Office hours: By appointment


Course Description: 

This course will introduce the students to the history, evolution and present state of thinking about Israel’s national security. It will discuss the major challenges facing Israel in an unstable and inhospitable regional environment and mostly unfriendly international environment. It will explain the dilemmas facing Israel in its search for appropriate responses to the ever mutating threats in each given historical period, considering a wide variety of constraints on these responses - domestic, regional and international. 

Course Requirements:

1. Reading assignments, as indicated below. Reading to be completed before the beginning of the course

2. Full Attendance at lectures.
3.  Participation in class, including discussion of reading - 30% of the final grade. 
4.  Take-home final exam consisting of long essay questions (about 3,000-words) covering the course readings and lectures - 70% of the final grade. Students will be given the exam at the end of the course, and it will be due three weeks later.

Required Books 
· Bickerton, Ian J. and Carla L. Klausner. A History of the Arab-Israeli Conflict (sixth edition). Prentice Hall, U.S: 2010.

· Gilbert, Martin. The Routledge Atlas of Arab-Israeli Conflict: The Complete History of the Struggle and the Efforts to Resolve It.  London: Routledge, 2002, 7th edition (paperback).

· Laqueur, Walter  and Barry Rubin (Editors). The Israel-Arab Reader: Documentary History of the Middle East Conflict. New York: Penguin, 2000, 7th revised edition.
· Bar-On, Mordechai ed. A Never Ending Conflict: A Guide to Israeli Military History. Westport, Conneticut, London: Praeger, 2004.
The Gilbert maps and the Laqueur-Rubin documents are for reference and assistance in the reading.

Additional readings may be added during the course, and suggestions of topical material are welcome.

Course Outline: The sequence of subjects discussed in the course will be as follows.  
Introduction
1.  The circumstances of the contemporary Arab-Jewish encounter
· Bickerton, Ian J. and Carla L. Klausner. A History of the Arab-Israeli Conflict (sixth edition). Prentice Hall, U.S: 2010.  Chapter 1: Palestine in the Nineteenth Century, pp. 15-34. Chapter 2: Palestine during the Mandate, pp. 34-65. 

· Gilbert, Martin. The Routledge Atlas of the Arab-Israeli Conflict: The Complete History of the Struggle and Efforts to Resolve It (sixth edition). Routledge, London: 1993. Chapter 1: Prelude to Conflict, pp. 1-7.
· Laqueur, Walter and Barry Rubin, ed. The Israel-Arab Reader: A Documentary History of the Middle East Conflict, pp. 1-39.

Detailed Discussion
2.  Arabs, Jews and British - the emergence of the global dimension of the Palestine conflict in the Mandate period
·  Bickerton & Klausner. Chapter 3: World War II, Jewish Displaced Presons, and the Partition of Palestine, pp. 65-96.

·  Gilbert, Martin. Chapter 2: The Jewish National Home, pp. 8-36.
·  Laqueur and Rubin, pp. 39-57.

· Palestine Royal Commission Report, July 1937. Chapter XX. The Force of Circumstances, pp. 370-376.

· Eyal, Yigal “The Arab Revolt, 1936-1939: A Turning Point in the Struggle over Palestine” in: Bar-On, Mordechai, ed. A Never Ending Conflict: A Guide to Israeli Military History. Westport, Connecticut, London: Praeger, 2004. Pp. 21-42
3.  The decision over the fate of Palestine - the 1948 War and its Aftermath
·  Bickerton & Klausner. Chapter 4: The Proclamation of Israel and the First Arab-Israel War, pp. 96-112.

·  Gilbert, Martin. Chapter 3: The Conflict Intensifies, pp. 37-44.

·  Laqueur and Rubin, pp. 57-89.

·  Gelber, Yoav “The Israeli-Arab War of 1948: History versus Narratives” in: Bar-On, pp 43-68.

·  Tal, David “Israel’s Armistice Wars” in: Bar-On, pp.69-88.

4.  The Arab-Israeli conflict in the Cold War era
I. The Cold War comes to the Middle East, Nasser's challenge, the Suez-Sinai War (1956) and the road to the Six Day War (1967)
·  Bickerton & Klausner. Chapter 5: The Conflict Widens: Suez, 1956, pp. 112-132. Chapter 6: The Turning Point: June 1967, pp. 132-154.

·  Gilbert, Martin. Chapter 4: The State of Israel, pp. 45-69.
·  Laqueur and Rubin, pp. 89-131.
·  Kissinger, Henry. Diplomacy. A Touchstone Book, New York, London, Toronto, Sydney, Tokyo, Singapore: 1994. Chapter 21: Leapfrogging Containment: The Suez Crisis, pp. 522-549.
·  Shinoda, Shahir. “A Comparison between the United Arab Republic and Israel, 1967.”
·  Golani, Motti “The Sinai War, 1956: Three Partners, Three Wars” in: Bar-On, pp. 87-108.

·  Gluska, Ami “’The War over the Water’ During the 1960s” in: Bar-On, pp. 109-132.

·  Oren, Michael “The Six-Day War” in: Bar-On, pp.133-126.

II. The wars of the seventh day: Attrition (1969-1970) and Yom Kippur (Ramadan, 1973)
·  Bickerton & Klausner. Chapter 7: Holy Days and Holy War: October 1973, pp. 154-177.

·  Gilbert, Martin. Chapter 5: After the Six Day War, pp. 70-82.

·  Laqueur and Rubin, pp. 131-200.

·  Schueftan, Dan “The Israeli-Egyptian War of Attrition” in: Bar-On, pp.147-158.

·  Golan, Shimon “The Yom Kippur War” in: Bar-On, pp.159-178.

5.  The regional and global sea-change in the conflict - the Sadat Initiative (1977) and the Israeli-Egyptian peace
·  Bickerton & Klausner. Chapter 8: The Search for Peace, 1973-1979, pp. 177-204. Chapter 9: Lebanon and the Intifada, pp. 204-235.
·  Gilbert, Martin. Chapter 7: Camp David and After, pp. 106-111. 

·  Laqueur and Rubin, pp. 200-220.
·  Al-Hakim, Tawfiq. The Return of Consciousness. Macmillan, London, 1985.
6.  The interlude of American hegemony - the collapse of the Soviet Union, the First Gulf War, and the Madrid Conference
·  Bickerton & Klausner. Chapter 10: The Peace of the Brave, pp. 235-266.

·  Gilbert, Martin. Chapter 7: Camp David and After, pp 112-134.

·  Laqueur and Rubin, 321-403.
7.  The return of Islam as a major factor in the conflict
·  Kepel, Gilles.  Jihad: The Trail of Political Islam. The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts: 2002.  Chapter 14: Hamas, Israel, Arafat, and Jordan, pp. 323-341.
·  The Hamas Charter (August 1988).
·  Hamas Leader Khaled Mashal at a Damascus Mosque, “The Nation of Islam Will Sit at the Throne of the World and the West Will Be Full of Remorse When It’s Too Late,” 7.2.2006, No. 1087.

8.  The Palestinian dimension of the Arab-Israeli conflict
I. Overview of the Palestinian dimension
· Khalidi, Rashid. The Iron Cage: The Story of the Palestinian Struggle for Statehood, New York: Beacon Press, 2006. Chapter 5: Fateh, the PLO, and the PA: The Palestinian Para-State, pp. 140-181; Chapter 6: Stateless in Palestine, pp. 182-219. 

· “The Future Vision of the Palestinian Arabs in Israel,” 2006.

· Diehl, Jackson. “Abbas’s Waiting Game.” Washington Post, May 29, 2009.
·  Zisser, Eyal “The 1982 ‘Peace for Galilee’ War: Looking Back in Anger – Between an Option of a War and a War of No Option” in: Bar-On, pp.193-88.

·  Aharoni, Reuven “The Palestinian Intifada, 1987 - 1991” in: Bar-On, pp. 211-230.

II. The rise and fall of the Oslo Peace Process
·  Bickerton & Klausner. Chapter 11: The Peace Progresses, pp. 266-298. Chapter 12: Collapse of the Peace Process, pp. 298-333.

·  Gilbert, Martin. Chapter 7: Camp David and After, pp. 135-

·  Ross, Dennis. The Missing Peace: The Inside Story of the Fight for Middle East Peace. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, New York: 2004. Chapter 4: From Oslo to the Palestinian Authority, pp. 122-136. Chapter 24: The Camp David Summit, pp. 650-711.

·  Laqueur and Rubin, pp. 403-573.
9.  The regional wars on terror – the “Second Intifada” (2000-), “Defensive Wall” (2002-2004), the Second Lebanon War (2006) and “Cast Lead” (2008-9)
·  Bickerton & Klausner. Chapter 13: The Arab-Israeli Conflict in the Post-9/11 World, pp. 333-369. Chapter 14: Perilous Times: 2005-2009, pp. 369-390.
·  Laqueur and Rubin, pp. 583-625.

·  Shai, Shaul “’Ebb and Flow’ versus ‘the Second Intifada’: The Israeli Palestinian Conflict, 2000 - 2003” in: Bar-On, pp. 231-250.

Additional Dimensions of the Arab-Israeli Conflict
10.  Israel and the “International Community”
·  Yakobson, Alexander and Amnon, Rubinstein. Israel and the Family of Nations. Routledge, London and New York: 2010. Chapter 5: Either Jewish or Democratic, pp. 124-140. Chapter 6: A ‘neutral state’ and a democratic nation-state, pp. 171-180.
·  Obama’s Speech in Cairo, 4.6.2009.
·  Obama’s Speech in Jerusalem,  21.3.2013 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/mar/21/barack-obama-speech-jerusalem-text
11.  Response of Israeli society to the changing characteristics of the conflict
· Hermann, Tamar, The Israeli Democracy Index, Part Two: The Israeli Democracy Index 2011 Findings Compared with Previous Years. The Israel Democracy Institute Press (Jerusalem, 2011) pp.163-199; available online at: http://www.idi.org.il/sites/english/events/ThePresidentsConference/Documents/Democracy%20Index%202011.pdf 
· Ben-Dor, G., D. Canetti, and E. Lewin (2009). The social component of national resilience. Haifa, Israel: National Security Studies Center.
12.  The cultural context of Arab-Israeli relations
· Ajami, Fouad. The Dream Palace of the Arab: A Generation’s Odyssey. Pantheon Books, New York: 1998. Chapter 5: The Orphaned Peace, pp. 253-312.
A link to a Dropbox public folder, you can view and download all the course documents.

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/e8bbos74tr5l2c0/CDUB9fwap8  

An online version of A Never-ending Conflict: A Guide to Israeli Military History is available on Questia at http://www.questia.com/library/106704040/a-never-ending-conflict-a-guide-to-israeli-military; a monthly membership is $20. Questia allows for a free one-day trial. The ebook is available on Google Books for $32 http://books.google.com/books/about/A_Never_Ending_Conflict.html?id=Vlerimwu-psC
