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Course General Description

Human rights have become a pillar of liberal global expectations, domestic and international practices and fantasies in various countries around the world, propelled through a new sense of globalism that has emerged especially after the end of the Cold War and amid the expansion of the democratic model. This course is aimed to offer historical, theoretical and analytical capabilities to comprehend and conceptualize human rights in their various forms and to see the repercussions on international diplomacy and political ethics. On the one hand, the course invites the students to use various perspectives on human rights. On the other hand, the course is offering various insights on how the discourse of human rights affects nation-states, NGOs, INGOs, civil societies, international and transnational institutions, relations and social forces. 
Requirements: 

Class participation in class debates: 20%, final paper 80% (an outline- 20%, paper: 60%). 

Readings: (in the Moodle system)
Meeting 1: An Introduction: Law, Human Rights, Politics 

Meeting 2: Human rights— the teleological view:

Hitchcock, William I. “the Rise and Fall of Human Rights? Searching for a Narrative from the Cold war to the 9/11 Era.” Human Rights Quarterly. February 2015, Vol. 37 Issue 1, pp. 80-106
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/human_rights_quarterly/v037/37.1.hitchcock.html
Meeting 3: The UN and Human Rights

Thérien, Jean-Philippe; Joly, Philippe. “All Human Rights for All”: The United Nations and Human Rights in the Post Cold War” Human Rights Quarterly. May 2014, Vol. 36 Issue 2, pp. 373-396

http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/human_rights_quarterly/v036/36.2.therien.pdf
Meeting 4: Global Human Rights and Social Change

Hopgood, Stephen. “Challenges to the Global Human Rights Regime: Are Human Rights Still an Effective Language for Social Change.” International Journal on Human Rights. June-December 2014, Vol. 11 Issue 20, pp. 66-75

Meeting 5: International Law and Politics—Who Says What

Lefort, Claude; Selbin, Jesse Cordes, “International Law, Human Rights and Politics. In: Qui Parle: Critical Humanities and Social Sciences. Vol. 22 Issue 1. 2013, pp. 117-137. 

Gad Barzilai, “Beyond Relativism: Where is Political Power in Legal Pluralism” Theoretical Inquiries in Law, Vol. 9, Issue 2 (July 2008), pp. 395-416
http://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Page?page=395&handle=hein.journals%2Fthinla9&collection=journals
Meeting 6: The Institutional Operation of Human Rights
Stone Sweet, Alec; Brunell, Thomas L.. “Trustees Courts and the Judicialization of International Regimes” In: Journal of Law and Courts, March 2013, Vol. 1, Issue 1, pp. 61-88
Meeting 7: The Implementation of Human Rights

Hillebrecht, Courtney. “Implementing International Human Rights Law at Home.” Human Rights Review, 13(3), 279-301, 23 pp. SEPT 2012

http://download.springer.com/static/pdf/54/art%253A10.1007%252Fs12142-012-0227-1.pdf?auth66=1425474103_215b5e877139d35d5c55c478e7f13d0e&ext=.pdf
Meeting 8: Human Rights and Third World Countries

Gaetano, Vincent A.de. “Darfur and the European Court of Human Rights.” British Journal of Sociology, 2011, Vol. 62 Issue1, pp. 37 -41

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1468-4446.2010.01351.x/epdf
Meeting 9: Transnational Politics, Warfare and Human Rights 
Vennesson, Pascal. “The Transnational Politics of Warfare Accountability: Human Rights Watch Versus the Israel Defense Forces.” International Relations. 26,4 (2012) pp. 409-429

Meeting 10: Warfare Technology and Human Rights  

Brunstetter, Daniel R.; Jimenez-Bacardi, Arturo. “Clashing over Drones: The legal and Normative Gap Between the United States and the Human Rights Community” International Journal of Human Rights. February 2015, Vol. 19 Issue 2, pp. 176-198

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/13642987.2014.991214
Meeting 11: International Criminal Law and Sovereignty 

Evans Rebecca, “Pinochet in London- Pinochet in Chile- International and Domestic Politics in Human Rights Policy” Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 28, Issue 1 (2006), pp. 207-24
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20072729?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
Meeting 12: Global Ethics and Political Corruption

Kimeu S. “Corruption as a Challenge to Global Ethics: The Role of Transparency International” Journal of Global Ethics, pp. 2-52
Meeting 13: The Dilemma of Humanitarian Military Intervention

Cudd, Ann E. “Truly Humanitarian Intervention: Considering Just causes and Methods in Feminist Cosmopolitan Frame” Journal of Global Ethics, 9(3), Special Issue, pp. 359-375

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/17449626.2013.849288
McCabe, Alexander H.. “Balancing “Aggression” and Compassion in International Law: The Crime of Aggression and Humanitarian Intervention” Fordham Law Review, November 2014, Vol. 83 Issue 2, pp. 991-1030

http://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Page?page=991&handle=hein.journals%2Fflr83&collection=journals
Foley, Conor. “The Evolving Legitimacy of Humanitarian Interventions”. International Journal on Human Rights December 2013, Vol. 10 Issue 19, pp. 74-93

Meeting 14: Counter-terrorism and Extra-Judicial Executions
Isanga, Joseph “Counter-terrorism and Human Rights: The Emergence of a Rule of Customary International Law from UN Resolutions.” Denver Journal of International Law and Policy, Vol. 37, Issue 2 (Spring 2009), pp. 233-256
http://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Page?page=233&handle=hein.journals%2Fdenilp37&collection=journals
Kretzmer, David, "Targeted Killing of Suspected Terrorists: Extra Judicial Executions or Legitimate Means of Defence" European Journal of International Law, Vol. 16, Issue 2 (2005), pp. 171-212
http://ejil.oxfordjournals.org/content/16/2/171.full.pdf+html
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